DEFINITION OF SCHOOLS LOCATED OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES ELIGIBLE FOR MIDDLE STATES ACCREDITATION

(Approved by CIWA/CES/CSS - Fall 2007)
The Middle States Association accredits schools located outside the United States that are described as American and/or international in nature.  To be considered for accreditation a school must exhibit the following characteristics:

1. The majority of instruction including all core academic subjects is taught in English.
2. The school’s governing documents are available in English.  

3. A majority of staff and administration has been educated at English-language colleges and universities and must demonstrate a good understanding of a United States or similar style curriculum and instructional practices.  
4. Staff members and administrators must possess the qualifications of education, experience, and commitment that contribute to effective learning.

5. A majority of the elementary and middle school students must be enrolled in a program that is predominantly United States oriented or in a program that prepares them for entry into the International Baccalaureate program at the high school level.  

6. At the high school level, a majority of students must be enrolled in a United States high school diploma program (which may include Advanced Placement courses), or the International Baccalaureate program. 

7. Participation in the school’s program allows a student to transfer successfully to a school within the United States or to another overseas school that is American and/or international in nature.  Upon graduation, students are qualified to enter an American and/or an international institution of higher learning.

8. The school provides materials, equipment, and supplies that are necessary to support a United States-style curriculum or the International Baccalaureate program. 

9.   The school’s process of education is characterized by methods of school governance
which provide opportunities for input and communication and are inclusive of the school’s constituencies. 

10. The predominant style of instruction actively engages students and fosters critical 
      thinking and problem solving.

11. The climate of learning celebrates diversity and cultivates the attitudes and
       behaviors that students will need to succeed a global community.

